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Beautiful, remote and
offering a quirky line in
hospitality, the island
of Newfoundland has
the British firmly in its
sights. Jon Robins
tours the hot tubs and
the breathtaking views
i e
by the remoteness of this Cana-
dinn island, which is as big as

Japan, covering 400,000 square miles but
with npupull&urnlunlysw.m}‘ilm

in the early evening, are of a bleak fir-
clad landscape with isolated clusters of
houses on the banks of frozen rivers and
lakes. It seems an unlikely candidate for
the next property hotspot.

But Brits abroad are nothing if not
pioneering. Daniel and Kate Gray recall
thm first journey to Newfoundland.

flight from Gatwick should be about
F\e hours, but because of a huge snow
strrm we couldn’t land at Deer Lake. So
we circled) Daniel says. Their plane ran
out of fuel and was diverted to Stephen-
ville, ‘We landed and there were no lights
on. We watched a guy leave his house,
Jump in his car, drive down the street,
artive at the terminal building, flick on
all the lights, run out to the plane with a
ladderand gas it up. Dantel recalls. ‘Pilot
paid with Amex and off we went again.’

The couple landed in Deer Lake 11
hours after leaving the UK. During
their flight, a metre of snow had fallen.
The coach that picked them up came
equipped with a snow p1nugl| luclnr a

'All the staff at the resort had been
unable to get home,

says Daniel. There was an amazi bz
and atmosphere when we arrived. We
woke up the next momning to so much
snow we had to dig it away from the
front door to get out, and instantly fell in
love with the place

Daniel and Kate are in the first wave
of Brits to buy in Newfoundland. They
bought at the Humber Valley Resort at
the northern end of Deer Lake, which
isabouta lmlc \ﬂde and 15 m||a Inns.

in ski Humber Valley was
the first development to target the inter-
national property market and uprnrd in
2002 There are 200 lakeside unitson a
sm which h:s.m Is-]mlemrd -winning
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Newtoundland log cabin?

an one-acre plots, The condos start ¢
$245,000 and the chalets at $231,000
The coastal walk along the craggy clil
has amaring views over islands that de
the 'hn)'.‘ mdlbe]lh!d are ﬂlrlﬂlomidn

o ‘cat skiing’ (hauled up virgin moun
tains by a converted Caterpillar tractor,
The long-term plans are for a 24-roos
Twotel and a 25-ship marina.

Are the Newfies looking forward o
this Brit invasion? ‘I would not want o
see the area overdeveloped, because they
wie are creating what the British or Eurg
pean people are trying to get away from
overcrowding and congestion - which i

boot = L

to, says Arch Mitchell, mayor of French
man'’s Cove ion 250), close to the
Bay of Islands development.

'We like to en].oy the  scenery and th
a sulm;duy. have  beach ﬁnon a fim
generally feel that you are not infringing
on someone else’s property’

He describes developments like Bay
of Islands as ‘generally good for the locs
economies’, but adds: “The downside i
that these developments drive propersy
wvalues much higher, with

‘We woke up toso much
snow we had to dig our
way out, and instantly
fellinlove with the place’
T
vaseain Nmsminwhm Incalpeopll

literally driven off I:helr land that had
been in the famili

on their five-bed resort chalet complete
with sauna, two decks and hot b, 1t
stands on L5 acres, although, ns they
pointout, Newfies don't goin for fences.
Jqu do not want to buy on such a big

g through it. A total
oﬂmﬂnplmed.}hll‘rhrpmprmn
hive been snapped up by UK buyers.

You are in easy reach of outdoor pur-
m‘lsﬁi:hldudinzhpkimcﬁmbimuﬂw

there is the M:ub]: View
Estates which has

erty programme Under the Hammer,
You don't have to realise your inner
Grizzly Adams o enjoy these unique
homes, norare you likely to develop cabin
fever - these rot-resistant white cedar-
framed structures are ht;. One ni two

haletsal

in 2.5 ncre plots. The price for plot and
build range from $492,000 to $§793,000.
Another p'lus lslh«ll hu:-v:r‘ Im‘e thc

reach 25C :unj in !he winters there is

halfan hour's drive f

clluktuf- Jecti
i
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Log -Homes. The mmpal‘l-}' specialises in
traditional Canadian log cabins of the

nd dog sledding.
National Park, 2 Unesco World Heﬁm The Grays spent SSM,DDQ(SHOMD
site, and 10 minutes from the Marble  for land and $450,000 for ¢

type recently e BEC prop-
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“The quirky hospitality of the Newfies

is nqmﬂin' llulhmmh noted by Brits.

ybrid

Treland and Bristol

I.“lmnl' oot md'nboo:‘].And Newfound-
Innd hasits own time zone (it 15 hours
ahead of Eastern time). Then there is a
strange rite of passage for tourists who
are ‘screeched in' or made honorary
Newfies, which, from hasy recollection,
seemed to comprise downing a load of
.Ialqn'v:.lu rum {or ‘screech’) and then

place, w ,poof
Imh 1 s |

fish on the lips.

system with six listening zones.
Further down the coast (but still
within 40 minutes of Deer Lake airport)
s the Bay of Islands development, which
will feature 60 chalets on 0.3-acre plots,
six 22-unit condos and 20 estate homes

i y believe

‘How many places do you know where
rriany beave their car keys in the imition?
Daniel muses. "‘Where you come home
and the UPS delivery guy has left your
parcel on the table inyour kitchen?*
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